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State Bar Association
110th Annual Meeting Program
All activities are at the Best Western Ramkota Hotel unless otherwise 
noted.  A virtual tour of the hotel can be seen at bismarck.ramkota.com. 

Tuesday, June 9 th

8:15 � 4:45  LSND’s Summer CLE
   6.0 CLE credits
   The Dakota Ballroom, Lamborn   
   Room

Legal Services of North Dakota will provide a 6.0 credit-hour CLE 
seminar on a variety of topics including disability, immigration law, basic 
oil and gas law, an overview of tribal courts, elder law issues and � rearms 
prohibition and protection orders.  Presenters include Bruce Murry, Pam 
Mack, Sheree Weisz, John Morrison Judge El Marie Conklin, and Judge 
Deb Kleven.

The seminar is free for LSND staff and board members, LSND contract 
attorneys, indigent defense contract attorneys, ND public defenders, 
Attorney General and assistants, SBAND VLP pro bono and reduced fee 
attorneys, state�s attorneys and assistants, and state and tribal court 
judges.  All others will be charged $95, payable to LSND.

PLEASE NOTE: Registration and payment for this seminar is separate from the 
SBAND Annual Meeting.  Please contact LSND at 222.2110 to register.

9:30 � 12:30  Judicial Planning Committee
   The Missouri Ballroom, Heart
1:00 � 4:00  Judiciary Standards
   The Missouri Ballroom, Sheyenne
2:00 � 3:00  NDBF Board of Directors &
   Annual Membership Meeting
   The Governor�s Room
3:00 � 5:00  Disciplinary Board of the 
   Supreme Court
   The Missouri Ballroom, Heart
6:00 � 8:00  Registration Desk Open
   Coatroom
6:30 � 9:00  Board of Governors Dinner & Meeting
   The Governor�s Room

Wednesday, June 10 th

7:00 � 4:00  Registration Desk Open
   Coatroom
7:00 � noon  Exhibit Hall Open
   Courtyard
7:00 � 10:00  Rolls, Juice & Coffee
   Courtyard
(hours vary)  Children�s Program
   Child Watch, contact YMCA

8:00 � 11:15  Wednesday Morning CLE Session
   - 3.0 CLE Credits
   The Dakota Ballroom

8th Annual Constitutional Symposium:
“Judging Lincoln as a Judge”
Hon. Frank J. Williams, Former Chief Justice, Rhode Island Supreme Court
Jim Getty, Lincoln Impersonator
Hon. Gerald W. VandeWalle, Chief Justice, 
North Dakota Supreme Court
Margaret Moore Jackson, Associate Professor of Law and Lloyd & Ruth Friedman 
Fellow, UND School of Law

Abraham Lincoln is continually ranked highest among all United States 
presidents.  He has become a mythic � gure in the deepest sense of the 
word, and the circumstances of his life and his legacy, time and again, 
have transcended Lincoln�s era.  Yet Lincoln has always exempli� ed 
the foundations of our society:  character, leadership, justice, and a 
commitment to excellence in whatever one endeavored.  In re� ecting 
upon Lincoln�s attributes, it is apparent that Lincoln�s success would have 
transcended his dual career as both lawyer and politician to an equally 
successful career as a judge.   

A great leader requires hope, con� dence, integrity, and unshakable 
moral and political courage.  He or she needs the ability to stay the course 
even when he or she stands it alone, as Lincoln so often did.  Throughout 
his life, Abraham Lincoln exhibited the characteristics of a great leader.  
As an attorney, he was a zealous advocate for his clients, yet at the 
same time, exhibited honesty and integrity in all of his endeavors.  During 
his presidency, Lincoln recognized the importance of the Constitution�s 
principles and fought to ensure life, liberty, and freedom for all people.  
Not only did Lincoln give real meaning to the provisions of the Constitution, 
but he fought to honor the ideas of the founding fathers that formed the 
impetus behind the Constitution.  As commander-in-chief during the Civil 
War, he led the country not only to preserve the Union that the Founders 
had fought to create, but to end slavery and ensure equality for all, as they 
had envisioned it.

Lincoln�s leadership as president would have served him well as a judge, 
as demonstrated when Lincoln served as an acting judge for Judge David 
Davis on the Eighth Judicial Circuit in Illinois when Judge Davis could 
not attend to his judicial labors.  Judges must exercise scholarship and 
commonsense in making daily decisions.  They have a duty to clearly 
articulate their decisions�decisions that help shape and de� ne how 
people in our communities live, how they interact with one another, and 
how they should conduct themselves in their transactions and in their daily 
lives.  Lincoln embodied political courage.  He was clear and self-con� dent 
in his beliefs.  He learned to trust his own judgment, and although he 
made mistakes, they were not mistakes of self-doubt.  Lincoln�s strong 
characteristics, combined with his love of politics and law, made him a 
great president and would have made him an equally great judge.

11:30 �    Casemaker Session
   The Dakota Ballroom
12:00 � 4:30  2009 SBAND Bike Ride
   Ft. Lincoln State Park
   Meet at Broken Oar in Mandan
12:30 � 4:30  Alternative to Golf
   Ft. Lincoln State Park
   Meet at Ramkota, Door 4
12:30 � 5:15  Golf Tournament
   Hawktree Golf Club
1:00 � 4:00  5th Annual Judge O�Keefe Tennis   
   Tournament
   Round Robin Doubles & Singles   
   Competition
   Capital Racquet & Fitness
6:00 � 10:00  Children�s Evening Program �  
   Poolside Party
   Ramkota Hotel, Room 1166
6:30 � 9:30   Opening Night Social � 
   Wild Trivia Tour
   The Dakota Ballroom
9:00 �   Hospitality Room Open
   Ramkota Hotel, Room 1258



Thursday, June 11 th 
7:00 � 5:00  Registration Desk & Exhibit Hall Open
   Coatroom
7:00 � 9:00  Breakfast Buffet
   The Dakota Ballroom
7:00 � 8:15  Section Meetings
   The Dakota Ballroom
7:00 � 8:00  ND Judges Association Breakfast   
   Meeting 
   The Missouri Ballroom, Heart
8:00 � 9:00   ND Judicial Conference
   The Missouri Ballroom, Heart
(hours vary)  Children�s Program
   Child Watch, contact YMCA

8:15 � 9:15  Thursday Morning CLE Session
Track #1 – 1.0 CLE credit

   The Missouri Ballroom

“GTMO, Another Kind of Battlefront”
COL Ward K. Johnson III, Provost Marshall for the Joint Forces Headquarters, 
North Dakota Army National Guard

This session will explore the processes and procedures that were and 
are being used to make determinations whether detained persons are 
unlawful enemy combatants pursuant to Article V of the Geneva Convention. 
Also included in this program is administrative review process that each 
detained combatant receives once a year while being detained at GTMO, 
Cuba.  If time allows, rami� cations of the Detainee Treatment Act and the 
Military Commissions Act will be covered as well as some high pro� le US 
Supreme Court cases that have in� uenced operations at GTMO.

8:30 � 11:45  Thursday Morning CLE Session
   Track 2 -3.0 CLE Credits
   The Dakota Ballroom
   Sponsored by the 
   ND Commission for CLE
   Includes 15 minute break
   Refreshments in Exhibit Hall, Courtyard

“The Crash-Course in Cross Examination”
Stephen D. Easton, Professor of Law, 
University of Missouri Columbia School of Law

In this session Easton revisits Professor Irving Younger�s famous �10 
Commandments of Cross Examination.�  Incorporating video clips from 
Younger�s presentation, Easton takes a fresh look at the philosophy, 
psychology and physiology of credibility.  Modern tools for preparing a 
witness to be credible will be analyzed, along with the skills that every lawyer 
must master to expose an adversary�s lack of credibility.  Participants will 
learn to reconcile the rules of evidence law and the modern considerations 
of the craft of advocacy.  This program will entertain and provide valuable 
practical tips that will bene� t every practicing lawyer � regardless of age, 
gender, experience or practice area.

9:30 � 11:45  Thursday Morning CLE Session 
   Track #3 – 2.0 CLE credits

   The Missouri Ballroom
   Includes 15 minute break
   Refreshments in Exhibit Hall, Courtyard

“The New Parenting (f/k/a “Custody”) Legislation”
Bethany J. Abrams, Attorney, Dickinson
Sherry Mills Moore, Attorney, Bismarck

SB 2042, referred to as the �Parenting Plan� bill, will go into effect 

in August of 2009.  This legislation represents an overhaul of both 
process and substance of custody and visitation.  The session will 
discuss how the legislation will change the practice of law, and present 
forms for use on parenting plans and parenting coordinators.  High-
lights of the legislation are new nomenclature, additional and re� ned 
best interest factors, the use of parenting plans, and the addition of 
parenting coordinators to the cast of characters available for parenting 
disputes.

12:05 � 1:30  Bar Luncheon for the Law School
   The Dakota Ballroom
1:45 � 3:15  Thursday Afternoon CLE Session   
   Track #1 – 1.5 CLE Credits
   The Dakota Ballroom

“Direct Examination Skills”
Stephen D. Easton, Professor of Law, 
University of Missouri Columbia School of Law

In this program, Easton offers a fun and practical analysis of the challenges 
of direct examination � complete with plenty of courtroom proven tips to 
overcome those challenges.  A series of �witnesses� will take the stand 
for direct examination.  The witnesses � fellow program participants � will 
rely upon their own memory of an event witnessed early in their lives.  This 
exercise recreates the actual dynamics and challenges of direct examination 
more accurately than when participants are asked to role-play a pre-set 
scenario.

Easton will demonstrate strategies for overcoming the challenges 
of imperfect witnesses � witnesses don�t always remember accurately, 
sometimes they guess and sometimes they admit they weren�t very observant 
at the time.  Even participants with no previous experience conducting direct 
examinations will gain insight from this entertaining session.

1:45 � 3:15  Thursday Afternoon CLE Session
   Track #2 – 1.5 CLE Credits
   The Missouri Ballroom

“Top 10 Appellate Tips (and more)”
Hon. Dale V. Sandstrom, Justice, North Dakota Supreme Court

What makes for effective appellate practice?  What is the best appellate 
argument?  What mistakes do even experienced appellate lawyers make over 
and over?  What most often determines the outcome of an appeal?  Justice 
Dale Sandstrom has been publishing the �Appellate Tip of the Week� on 
the Supreme Court website since 1999.  This session will address whether 
to appeal, the record, the appendix, briefs, oral argument and petition for 
rehearing.  Materials will include checklists and outlines.

3:15 � 3:30  Break
   Exhibit Hall, Courtyard
3:30 � 5:00  General Assembly
   State of Judiciary Report
   Annual Business Meeting & Awards
   The Dakota Ballroom
5:00 � 6:30  Young Lawyers Section Meeting
   Location to be announced
6:00 � 10:00  Children�s Evening Program �    
   Poolside Party
   Ramkota Hotel, Room 1166
6:30 � 7:30   ND Bar Foundation Reception &
   Silent Auction
   The Dakota Ballroom
7:30 � midnight  Annual Meeting Banquet & Awards
   Midnite Mike, Rock & Roll Hypnotist

The Dakota Ballroom  

Friday, June 12 th

8:00 � 12:00  Registration Desk Open
   Coatroom  



Featured Entertainment

Annual Bar Foundation 
Reception & Silent 
Auction

Wednesday – Opening Night Social
Wild Trivia Tour

The Wild Trivia Tour of Bismarck has been hosting Team 
Trivia events at company parties, conferences and in a league 
setting for the past 4 years.  You will work together with your 
table to brainstorm the answers to questions ranging from 
pop culture, history, literature, science and other worldly 
categories.  Two rounds will include audio and visual trivia as 
well!  Join your host, Scott Wild, as he takes you on a trivia 
tour you won�t soon forget!

Thursday – Banquet
Midnite Mike Rock & Roll Hypnotist

Join us for a night of high energy and hilarity with Midnite 
Mike, Rock & Roll Hypnotist!  Watch your colleagues and 
spouses turn into the craziest dancers on earth right before 
your very eyes � Midnite Mike�s musical hypnosis show is 
guaranteed to make you laugh right out of your chair.  Mike 
has been entertaining crowds of 5 to 5,000 since 1995, and 
will make you and your friends the stars of the show!

It�s that time of the year again � time to think about what you 
or your � rm will contribute to the Bar Foundation Silent Auction 
at the Association�s Annual Meeting!

The North Dakota Bar Foundation will be holding the Silent 
Auction in conjunction with the Foundation reception at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday evening, June 11.  Auction proceeds 
will support the Foundation�s scholarship and grant programs.

Once again we are calling upon lawyers and law � rms from 
across the state to join in the fun.  We are hoping you will 
� nd something unique to donate to the Foundation auction.  
If you prefer to give a cash donation rather than donating 
an item, please specify whether you want your gift to be 
used to purchase an item for the auction or given directly 
to the Foundation.  All gifts are tax deductible and will be 
acknowledged in The Gavel.

We are asking for commitments by June 1 if possible.  
We can make arrangements to pick up items, so don�t let 
distance be a hindrance.  So when you have decided on your 
gift, contact Jeanne Schlittenhard at the Association of� ce, 
800.472.2685 or 701.255.1404.

Please do not hesitate to call with any questions!

8:00 � 9:00   Continental Breakfast
   The Dakota Ballroom
(hours vary)  Children�s Program
   Child Watch, contact YMCA

9:00 � 12:30  Friday CLE Session
   Track #1 – 3.0 Ethics Credits
   The Dakota Ballroom

“Ethics Chess: Problems & Strategies for the 
Virtuous Lawyer
Jack Marshall, Esq., President & founder of ProEthics, Ltd.

No attorney can achieve the ethical practice of law merely by consulting 
the Rules of Professional Conduct when a problem arises. Too often, by 
the time an ethical issue is clear enough to apply the Rules, the lawyer�s 
options for addressing it effectively have diminished or even vanished entirely. 
Lawyers, like chess players, need to anticipate the consequences of their 
actions and think many moves ahead. They must learn to avoid �pre-unethical 
conditions,� know how to take appropriate precautions when these conditions 
can�t be avoided, and be prepared for both common and uncommon ethical 
dilemmas when and if they arise. Ethics Chess is a fast moving, practical and 
challenging legal ethics seminar that reveals new ways to improve ethical 
analytical skills, explores actual cases that become valuable lessons in how 
to play---or how not to play---ethics chess, and illustrates the key moves in 
ethics chess with intriguing hypotheticals. Among the moves: 

� �Guard against multijurisdictional disputes.� 
� �Prepare for situations when the Rules won�t work.�
� �Know the limits of zeal in advocacy.�
� �Beware the ethics rule that is in transition.�
� �Be prepared for client misconduct.�
� �and others.

9:00 � 4:30  Friday CLE Session
   Track #2 – 6.0 CLE Credits
   The Missouri Ballroom

ND Law Review Presents: Corporate Governance 
& Share holder Rights in a Time of Financial Crisis: 
How the ND Publicly Traded Corporations Act 
Changes the Landscape
   

The North Dakota Law Review is pleased to offer a symposium on the 
North Dakota Publicly Traded Corporations Act, the � rst �shareholder friendly� 
corporate governance law in the nation.  This multi-faceted symposium will 
survey the effects of the Act within North Dakota and across the country.

The Act embraces some of the most controversial issues in corporate 
governance today: limiting direct term limits, restricting Poison Pills, separat-
ing the role of board chair and chief executive of� cer, permitting votes on 
compensation reports, altering plurality voting to majority voting when elect-
ing directors, and proxy access.

This symposium will compare the Act with laws of other states such as 
Delaware, the traditional state of incorporation for most public companies.  
Speakers and panelists will explain the Act, and what it means in the bigger 
picture of corporate governance in the U.S., including issues of executive 
compensation and director liability.  Financial scandals and recent bailouts 
have cast new light on the duties of directors and the rights of shareholders.  
This symposium explores the evolving tug of war between shareholders and 
directors through the lens of the Act.

PLEASE NOTE: Registration and payment for this seminar is separate from the 
SBAND Annual Meeting.  Please contact ND Law Review Editor, Justin Keppinger at 
701-777-2941 to pre-register.

12:30 � 1:30  Board of Governors Meeting
   Lunch & Wrap-up
   The Governor�s Room



Bethany J. Abrams
Bethany J. Abrams joined Mackoff Kellogg Law 
Firm in 2007, moving back to her hometown of 
Dickinson.   At Mackoff, Bethany focuses her 
practice in family law, family mediation, and 
commercial transactions.  Following graduation 
from the University of Central Oklahoma, with 
a degree in Business Finance, she attended 
the University of Minnesota Law School.  While 

attending law school, Abrams worked with the Hennepin County 
Attorney�s Of� ce in the Child Support and Enforcement division to 
secure the collection of child support. Upon graduating Cum Laude 
in 2003, Abrams clerked in family court for the Honorable Mark S. 
Wernick.  In 2005, she began Abrams Family Law, LLC, where she 
focused her practice on family law. 

Stephen D. Easton
Stephen D. Easton is a trial lawyer and professor 
of law at the University of Missouri Columbia 
School of Law. Prior to his teaching career, 
Easton was a law clerk in the United States 
Court of Appeals; an associate and partner 
with Pearce & Durick in Bismarck; and the U.S. 
Attorney for the District of North Dakota in Fargo 

and Bismarck. He is the author of �Attacking Adverse Experts� (ABA, 
2008), �How to Win Jury Trials� (ALI-ABA 1998), and �Problems, 
Cases & Materials in Professional Responsibility� (Thomson-West). 
He has received the Richard S. Jacobson Award for Excellence in 
Teaching Trial Advocacy from The Pound Civil Justice Institute and the 
Warren E. Berger Prize for scholarship concerning legal excellence, 
civility, ethics and professionalism from the American Inns of Court.  
Easton received his B.A. from Dickinson State University and his J.D. 
from Stanford Law School.

Jim Getty
Jim Getty currently resides in historic Gettysburg, 
PA, where he portrays the 16th President during 
the tourist season, and his program has been 
awarded the Pennsylvania Travel Excellence 
Award.  He is a member of the National Speakers 
Association and speaks for many schools, 
colleges, conventions and business meetings.  
Having spent years researching Lincoln and his 

contemporaries, Getty has developed several presentations as the 
President; participation in national and state government programs 
are also part of his schedule each year.  Getty has worked with The 
Close-Up Foundation, Library of Congress, Smithsonian Seminars, 
Corcoran Gallery and National Geographic Tours.  In addition Loyola 
College Executive MBA Program, the Department of Defense and 
Johns Hopkins University, among others, utilize Getty for leadership 
seminars.  His voice is featured in two A&E programs, and each year 
he portrays President Lincoln giving the Gettysburg Address at the 
November 19 ceremony at the National Cemetery.  Getty holds a 
Master of Music from Illinois Wesleyan, taught high school music in 
Illinois and Ohio, and was Director of Choral Activities at the University 
of Maine.

Margaret Moore Jackson
Margaret Moore Jackson obtained her B.A. 

from the University of North Carolina in 1988, 
and her J.D., cum laude, from the University of 
San Francisco School of Law in 1992. She was 
selected as a staff member for the University of 
San Francisco Law Review and as a certi� ed law 
student with the USF Civil Rights Litigation Clinic. 
Professor Jackson practiced throughout the San 

Francisco Bay Area, engaging in plaintiff�s employment, housing, and 
civil rights work before joining the Oakland, California � rm of Erickson, 
Beasley, Hewitt & Wilson, where she represented government entity 
clients in personal injury, employment discrimination, and eminent 
domain litigation. After eleven years of practice, Professor Jackson 
joined the University of North Dakota School of Law in 2003, where 
she teaches in the Housing & Employment Law Clinic. She writes and 
lectures in the areas of sexual harassment law and legal pedagogy. 
Professor Jackson has served on the national board of the Clinical 
Legal Education Association (CLEA) and on CLEA�s Implementation 
Committee for Best Practices for Legal Education. She advises UND�s 
Public Interest Law Students Association (PILSA), an organization 
that actively promotes awareness and commitment to public interest 
legal issues. In 2007, she was involved in initiating the Randy H. Lee 
American Inn of Court and was honored with a Community Service 
Award from the State Bar Association of North Dakota. 

COL. Ward K. Johnson III
COL Ward K. Johnson III, Provost Marshall for 
the Joint Forces Headquarters, North Dakota 
Army National Guard, has been mobilized and 
deployed overseas three times for federal active 
service during his 30 years of military service in 
support of Operation Desert Storm/Shield and 
now The Global War on Terror.  From 2004 to 
2007, COL Johnson served on Active Duty in the 

US Army in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan).  
After graduating from the US Army War College, he was appointed 
by The Deputy Secretary of Defense to be the Senior Army Member, 
Intelligence Of� cer, and Presiding Of� cer of the Military Tribunals and 
Administrative Review Boards in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (GTMO).  
He was then appointed to serve as the Operations Branch Chief for 
the Of� ce of the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy 
Combatants (OARDEC) at the Pentagon.  While at OARDEC, COL 
Johnson�s cases included many of the �9/11 Planners� as well as 
other international terrorists involved with the Cole bombing, the 
Bali Nightclub bombing, African Embassy bombings and the East 
Coast Sleeper Cell.  COL Johnson�s current assignment is Director, 
Combatant Status Review Tribunals at COMNAV BASE Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba.  In June 2008, the U.S. Senate con� rmed COL Johnson 
for eligibility for promotion to Brigadier General. When not on Active 
Duty, Ward is in private practice and partner at the  Grand Forks � rm 
of Pearson, Christensen, and Clapp.

Jack Marshall
Jack Marshall is the President and founder of 

ProEthics, Ltd., a national professional ethics 
training and consulting � rm, and the primary 
writer and editor of The Ethics Scoreboard (www.
ethicsscoreboard.com), a website devoted to 
ethics commentary on current issues and events 
across the culture. A graduate of Harvard College 
and Georgetown University Law Center, he 

practiced criminal law in Massachusetts and organization law in the 
District of Columbia, and his ethics commentary is featured on radio 
talk shows and television news segments across the country, as well 
as National Public Radio, �Your World� with Neil Cavuto, PBS�s Religion 
and Ethics Weekly, and as a regular contributor to the everyday ethics 
column in �O, the Oprah Magazine�. He is the co-author, with Pulitzer 
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Prize winning historian Ed Larson, of �The Essential Words and Writings 
of Clarence Darrow�, published by Random House in 2007.  He has 
developed and presented more than 100 legal and business ethics 
programs for law � rms, bar associations, Fortune 500 companies and 
non-pro� t corporations. 

Sherry Mills Moore
Sherry Mills Moore is a solo practitioner in 
Bismarck, who concentrates her practice 
almost exclusively in family law.  She graduated 
from Beloit College and from the University of 
North Dakota Law School.  A past President of 
SBAND, Moore chairs the Custody and Visitation 
Task Force and is the lobbyist for SBAND on 
family law issues.   She is on the board of the 

Bar Foundation and serves on the Judicial Conference, Legislative 
Committee, Pro Bono Committee, and chairs the Custody Investigator 
Review Board. In previous years she chaired the Family Law Task 
Force, Legislative Interim Committee for Family Law, Ad Hoc 
Committee on Family Law, Lawyer Referral Committee, Editorial 
Board, Volunteer Lawyer Committee, Women�s Section and Family 
Law Section of SBAND, and served on the Ethics Committee.  For the 
past 16 years, Moore served as a volunteer lobbyist for SBAND, and 
as a presenter at numerous CLEs on family law, legislative updates, 
and ethics.  In 2000 she was the Volunteer Lawyer of the Year for the 
Big Muddy Bar Association and in 2005 received the Distinguished 
Service Award from SBAND.  In addition she served on the Bismarck 
Library Board and is a past board member of the Mental Health 
Association of North Dakota, Prevent Child Abuse North Dakota and 
chair of the Mayor�s Task Force on Methamphetamine. 

Dale V. Sandstrom
Justice Sandstrom has served on the North 
Dakota Supreme Court for more than sixteen 
years. He has heard approximately 4,000 appeals, 
read nearly 10,000 appellate briefs, and authored 
800 opinions of the Court. A UND Law School 
graduate, he has taken additional classes at 
the National Judicial College and Harvard Law 
School. He was an Assistant Attorney General for 

six years, State Securities Commissioner for two years, and Public 
Service Commissioner for nearly a decade. He is past chair of the 
North Dakota Judicial Conference, the ND Judges Association, and 
the Joint Procedure Committee. He chairs the Court Technology 
Committee and serves on the Joint Committee on Attorney Standards.

Gerald VandeWalle
Chief Justice VandeWalle was born on August 15, 
1933, and raised in Noonan, North Dakota. He 
attended UND and in 1955 received a bachelor 
of science degree in Commerce from the School 
of Business. In 1958 he received a juris doctor 
degree magna cum laude from the UND School 
of Law.  He was admitted to the State Bar of 

North Dakota in July 1958 and accepted an appointment as Special 
Assistant Attorney General. In January 1975 he was appointed 
First Assistant Attorney General. During his twenty years in the 
Attorney General�s of� ce, Justice VandeWalle held several portfolios, 
including the education portfolio for elementary, secondary, and 
higher education, for most of that time; the North Dakota Industrial 
Commission oil and gas portfolio; and the State Retirement System 
portfolio.   On August 15, 1978, he was appointed to the Supreme 
Court. In November 1978 he was elected to serve an unexpired 
term, and was reelected to ten-year terms in 1984, 1994 and 2004.   
Justice VandeWalle was elected Chief Justice effective January l, 
1993, reelected January 1, 1995, January 1, 2000, and January 1, 
2005.

Frank J. Williams
Rhode Island Supreme Court Chief Justice Frank 
J. Williams was sworn in on February 26, 2001 
and served as Chief until December 30, 2008, 
when he became a senior judge.  He served as 
an Associate Justice on the Rhode Island Superior 
Court from 1995-2000, and as Probate Judge 
in the towns of West Greenwich and Hopkinton, 

Rhode Island.  Before taking the bench, Chief Justice Williams was a 
member of various organizations including the American Arbitration 
Association�s Panel of Arbitrators, and Member and Chairman of the 
Rhode Island Board of Bar Examiners.  He served in the U.S. Army 
from 1962-67 achieving the rank of Captain, and was awarded the 
Combat Infantryman�s Badge, Bronze Star, 3 Air Medals and, from 
the Republic of Vietnam, the Gallantry Cross with Silver Star for Valor.  
He graduated from Boston University with a B.A. in Government & 
History in 1962, received his J.D. from Boston University School 
of Law in 1970, and completed a Master�s Degree in Taxation from 
Bryant College in 1986.   His book of essays, �Judging Lincoln�, was 
published by Southern Illinois University Press in 2002.

Exhibitors

ALPS
American Bank Center
Bene� t Specialists
Casemaker 2.1
Connecting Point Computer Center
Eide Bailly, LLP
Guardian & Protective Services, Inc.
Noridian Insurance Services, Inc.
Pearl Insurance
SBAND Law Related Education Program
SBAND Lawyer Assistance Program
SBAND Volunteer Lawyer Program
UND School of Law
W. T. Butcher & Associates, Ltd.

Sponsors
ALPS
American Bank Center
Basin Electric Power 

Cooperative
Big Muddy Bar Association
Blue Cross Blue Shield of ND
Crowley Fleck, PLLP
Ebeltoft, Sickler, Kolling, Grosz, 

Bouray, PLLC
Edward Jones
Eide Bailly, LLP
Maring Williams Law Of� ce
North Dakota Bar Foundation, 

with a grant from IOLTA

Nilles Law Firm
North Dakota Commission for 

CLE
Qwest
Serkland Law Firm
Smith Bakke Porsborg & 

Schweigert
Starion Financial
United Printing
Vogel Law Firm
W.T. Butcher & Associates, Ltd.
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CCOME � OME � LLEARN � EARN � EENJOYNJOY 2009 SBAND Annual Meeting Registration

(please choose Option 1 or Option 2)

OPTION 1 – FULL REGISTRATION
(special events not included)

Full Registration / Full Judicial Registration
includes all social events, CLE seminars & meals
$150  � on or before June 1, 2009
$200  � after June 1 and at the door

Young Lawyer Full Registration
includes all social events, CLE seminars & meals
$125  � on or before June 1, 2009
$175  � after June 1 and at the door

Full Spouse / Guest Registration
Includes all meals, social events & 
Weds. Constitutional Symposium ............................... $125

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
(please enter your name as you wish it to appear on name badge)

Name:  _____________________________________________
Address:  ____________________________________________
City:  _____________________  State:  ______ Zip:  ________
Spouse / Guest: ______________________________________
I am a � rst-time attendee  _____

PAYMENT INFORMATION
SBAND Goes Green!!
CLE materials will be provided electronically.  
Printed materials available on request for an additional $25.

Total Payment Amount:  _______________________________
Payment Type: 
Visa __________ MasterCard  __________
Account No.:  ______________________________________
Expiration Date: __________________
Check (payable to SBAND)

4 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER
Mail: PO Box 2136, Bismarck, ND 58502
Phone: 800.472.2685 or 701.255.1404
Online: www.sband.org
Fax: 701.224.1621

LODGING
Best Western Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck
Contact 701.258.7700  directly for room reservations. A 
block of rooms will be held until May 20, 2009, and rooms are 
limited!  Rate: $79 per night. www.bismarck.ramkota.com 

OPTION 2 – PAY AS YOU GO REGISTRATION
(please select the CLE seminars, social & special events you 
plan to attend)

CLE SEMINARS
Thurs, June 11
Morning, Track 1:
GTMO Another Kind of Battlefront � 1.0 CLE credit ........$45

Morning, Track 2:
The Crash-Course in Cross Examination 
3.0 CLE Credits ....................................................... $135

Morning, Track 3:
The New Parenting (f/k/a �Custody�) Legislation - 
2.0 CLE Credits ....................................................... $105

Afternoon, Track 1:
Direct Examination Skills � 1.5 CLE credits .................. $85

Afternoon, Track 2:
Top 10 Appellate Tips (and more) � 1.5 CLE credits ......$85

Fri, June 12
*Morning Session
Ethics Chess: Problems & Strategies for the Virtuous Lawyer 
3.0 Ethics credits ......................................................FREE

(sponsored by the ND Commission for CLE)

SOCIAL EVENTS
Opening Night Social ....................................................$20
Thurs Breakfast Buffet ..................................................$15
Bar Luncheon for the Law School ..................................$20
Thurs Night Banquet .....................................................$25
Fri Continental Breakfast ...............................................$15

SPECIAL EVENTS
Golf Tournament ........................................................... $85

 Team Members:  ________________  Handicap:  _______

 Team Members:  ________________  Handicap:  _______

 Team Members:  ________________  Handicap:  _______

 Team Members:  ________________  Handicap:  _______

5th Annual O�Keefe Tennis Tournament ............................ $20
Alternative to Golf Program ........................................... $20
2009 Bike Ride .............................................................. $8
Children�s Evening Program ................................. $10/night



State Bar Association of North Dakota
504 North Washington St.
Bismarck, ND 58501

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

RIVERFESTRIVERFESTRIVERFESTRIVERFEST
CCOME � OME � LLEARN � EARN � EENJOYNJOY

Photos on the cover are courtesy of the ND Tourism Department 
and photographers David Lee and Clayton Wolt

Celebrate the Civic Ideals of Abraham Lincoln

State Bar Association of North Dakota 
110th Annual Meeting
June 9-12, 2009 � Best Western Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck


